GERMANY AND WESTERN CIVILIZATION

by its own "inner contradictions" and the triumph of their sys-
tem by the logic of history. They will not be disposed to make
real concessions so long as they are buoyed up by this hope. We,
on the other hand, have learned that peace is possible if we can
contain the Communist advance.

We do well to make periodic offers to the Russians for the
unification of Germany on democratic terms, as the high com-
missioners recently proposed. But we can hardly expect the
offers to be accepted. If the Germans find the prospect of con-
tinued separation very painful, they may be reminded that it is
only slightly more painful than the division of our world, which
we must all bear.

Within this divided world there are no immediate prospects
of real security and peace; but neither are there as great dangers
of imminent conflict as is frequently supposed. The fact is that
we can preserve peace for a long time to come if we can preserve
and restore the health of the free world. The peace of the world
will be preserved by the preponderance of our power; but we
must hasten to add that the power which is required is not pri-
marily military power. Some of our military men and many of
our citizens cannot imagine an international peril which cannot
be countered by military might. But surely one of the distin-
guishing marks of communism is that it relies primarily upon
ideological weapons and methods of political intrigue. Military
strategy is secondary in its calculations; and it must be sec-
ondary in ours. We will not face Russia in military conflict
unless either we have lost the moral and political battle and
have been driven by desperation to make a final military stand
or Russia has lost the battle and is beguiled into a final desper-
ate venture.

If we recognize the primacy of these moral, political, and eco-
nomic factors in our struggle with communism, our policy to-
ward Germany will be primarily concerned with the establish-
ment of economic health in Germany and her integration into
the Western economy. We would do well not to press the politi-
cal integration too far, because it cannot be expected of Ger-
many that she take actions which would seem to make the loss
of her national unity irrevocable. All neat constitutional sys-